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Notice 

ñThe Executive Committee and Member Monthly Business Meetingò  

Santa Barbara Sail & Power Squadron meets the first Thursday of the 

month at the Waterfront Classroom  at 1930. District 13 Council Meetings 

are usually held on the fourth Thursday of each month, except during 

March, October and December, at Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club, 211 W. 22nd 

Street, San Pedro, CA Take the 110 Fwy. South to the Vincent Thomas 

Bridge/Terminal Island exit. Get in the right lane and take Harbor Blvd. 

Exit. Turn right on Harbor Blvd. And right on 22nd St. CBYC is the bldg. 

Past the 22nd St. Landing Restaurant. All Squadron Bridge officers are 

urged to attend. Squadron members are welcome to participate in District 

13 activities. Ride sharing is available.  

Contact Cdr. Rich Ciolino, P 682-4543 
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Commanderôs Message,  

Cdr Rich Ciolino, AP 
 It is not unusual for weather to change our cruise plans, 

whether itôs a Squadron organized cruise or one that we person-

ally want to make.  And while the weather is usually our best 

friend we saw its uncooperative side last month as we had to 

cancel our Squadron cruise to Goleta Beach.   While we lost 

out, for the time being, on an opportunity to break out our 

boats from their winter slumber and socialize with members and friends, we 

look forward to better days.  We have another opportunity on April 30 when we 

plan to cruise to Pelican Harbor at Santa Cruz Island for an overnighter.  Check 

the schedule in this Signal Hoist and keep an eye out for email information. 

 Even though we didnôt cruise together we did have a chance to enjoy 

one anotherôs company at the annual Brunch Prepared by our Past Command-

ers, held at Manning Park on April 9th.  This event is a favorite since it gives all 

present a chance to relax (well I guess except for the cooks), catch up with fel-

low members, and give new members a chance to get to know us.  Read more 

about this event in this Signal Hoist along with some great pictures. 

 Earlier this month I received the current list of Merit Mark awardees 

from National.  What are Merit Marks?  Itôs one of the official ways we have to 

show our appreciation and gratitude for the contributions made by those mem-

bers that are active in keeping this Squadron vibrant, relevant, and fun.  Nation-

al reviews the Squadronôs nominees before making the awards and each recipi-

ent gets 1 Merit Mark for the year.  Congratulations to the 27 recipients for 

their helpful participation during 2010! 

 One might ask, what do some of these recipients do during the year, 

and what can I (you the reader) do to make my membership in the Squadron 

more rewarding?  We have educators, members that teach the boating public 

about how to safely enjoy the water ï about 80 people passed through our pub-

lic classes during the past 12 months.  Our teachers also conduct member clas-

ses about more advanced boating topics.  Taking classes or even teaching are 

great ways for members to learn and participate in the Squadron.  We perform 

Vessel Safety Checks for members and the general public ï we provided this 

service to 32 boaters last year.  Another activity is the support of boat shows 

where we get a chance to talk to the boating public about boating education and 

safety.  Naturally there are other things we do to support the Squadron in its 

operations as an organization ï yes we conduct meetings, we have guest speak-

ers, we collect money, we take notes, we have elected positions, we plan activi-

ties, and function like any organization ï all of which requires volunteer sup-

port from our members.   We appreciate the efforts of all and encourage those 

with an interest in expanding their role in Squadron activities to do so ï youôll 

enjoy your Squadron experience more and the Squadron will welcome your 

participation.       

 
 
 

May 
 5 SBSPS Bridge & Member Meeting,  

  Waterfront Classroom 

 14 Santa Barbara Sea Festival and Nautical Swap Meet,  

  SB Harbor 

 21-22 Yellowbanks Cruise* 

June 

 2 SBSPS Bridge & Member Meeting,  

  Waterfront Classroom 

 4 Progressive Dock Party (boat to boatéetc),  

  SB Harbor 

 24-26 Coches Prietos Cruise* 

 23 D13 Council Meeting, CBYC 

July 
 7 SBSPS Bridge & Member Meeting,  

  Waterfront Classroom 

 8-10 PCYC Cruise or Drive Weekend  

  (Dinner Saturday the 9th ) 

 30 Potluck Brunch at S/V Teddy Bear,  

  Marina 1, SB Harbor 

 

NEW MEMBER Mark Cooper, will be this month's guest speak-

er and will tell us about his recent visit to Antarctica.  

Cdr. Rich Ciolino,  AP 
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Making the grade , submitted by 

Lt. Alvin Rice, P 
Put your vessel to the test 

To receive a VSC decal, boats must pass a 15-item checklist. We've listed the 

top five reasons boats fail vessel safety checks. How does your boat measure 

up? 

1. Visual distress signals 

At a minimum, recreational boats 16 feet and longer used on coastal waters or 

the Great Lakes are required to carry either three day and three night pyrotech-

nic devices, one day non-pyrotechnic device (flag) and one night non-

pyrotechnic device (auto SOS light), or a combination of the above. 

Recreational boats less than 16 feet on coastal waters or the Great Lakes need 

to carry night visual distress signals only when operating from sunset to sun-

rise. 

Boats operating on inland waters are recommended, but not required, to have 

some means of making a suitable day and night visual distress signal. 

Alternatives to flares 

Night  Day   

Strobe light Signal mirror 

Flashlight Red or orange flags 

Lantern Hand signals 

2.. State & local requirements 

To receive a VSC decal, a boat must meet the requirements for the area in 

which it is examined. Click here for state requirements. 

3.   Navigation lights 

All boats must be able to display navigation lights between sunset and sunrise 

and in reduced visibility. Boats 16 feet or longer must have properly installed, 

working navigation lights and an all-around anchor light capable of being lit 

independently from the red/green/white running lights. 

We inserted a picture in 

to the article last month 

 and lost the  

URL ADDRESS.  

HERE IT IS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU TOO CAN HELP DEVELOP  

          WEATHER MODELS  

        P/C  R. ROWLAND  SN  

The URL is http://www.oldweather.org.  

              Try it.  It may be fun 

4.  Registration & documentation 

Registration or documentation papers must be kept on board and available. To 

be documented, a boat must be 5 net tons or greater. Documentation numbers 

must be permanently marked on a visible part of the interior structure. The doc-

umented boat's name and hailing port must be displayed on the exterior hull in 

letters not less than 4 inches high. 

5. Display of numbers 

The boat's registration number must be permanently attached to each side of 

the boat's forward half. They must be plain, vertical, block characters not less 

than 3 inches high and in a color contrasting with the back-

ground. A space or hyphen must separate the letters from the 

numbers, e.g., FL 1234 AB or FL-1234-AB. (Place state tax 

sticker according to state policy.) 

To learn more, check out the virtual exam or find a vessel 

examiner near you. Like 

 

YOUR NEW MONTHLY SAFETY TIP  

                     By Executive Officer,  

                     Lt/C Neil R. Ablitt, AP

                                For May 

According to Coast Guard studies, 90 percent of drowning victims 

were not wearing a personal flotation device (PFD).  Legally, having 

PFDs in the boat is good enoughðit's not mandatory that you wear a 

life jacket, just that there's one onboard for each person on a 

boat.   It's easy to be legal - a little harder to be safe.   

Your choice, skipper. 
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Education Department Update 

Lt/C Ronald Slocum, AP, Educational Officer 
 

Itôs been a busy month for the Education Department.  Weôve started the Boating class, 

with 28 students registered. 
 

I recently received the results of the Seamanship and Advanced Piloting exams that 

were given last month.  For the first time in recent memory, ALL Seamanship students 

passed.  In addition, ALL Advanced 

Piloting students passed, with 3 scoring 

97% or better.   
 

Many thanks to John Profant, the AP 

instructor, and all the S instructors for 

doing such a great job. 
 

Neil and Sue Ablitt generously hosted an 

event on 17 April at the Ablitt House for 

the recent Seamanship class and their 

instructors.  The gathering was a great 

success, with everyone having a fabulous 

time.  Thank you Neil & Sue! 

 

   
      

 
 

 

Our SEO, Lt/C Ron Slocum, AP, has done a magnificent job in setting up and 

running the American Boating Course (3rd Edition) (ABC3) to the boating pub-

lic. Ron has established an outstanding staff to teach select sections of the 

twelve-week course. But...He is always looking for ñNew-Bloodò to step in and 

provide a different outlook on the various topics. In addition, USPS has set a 

new precedent and now offers all of its USPS University courses to the public, 

even if they are not USPS members. The one stipulation is...The instructors for 

any courses that provide instruction to members of the public must be Certified 

Instructors. This is a National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 

(NASBLA) requirement that the US government has stipulated for USPS. 

Therefore, Ron is always on the lookout for new members to become certified 

to assist or teach one of these courses.   
 

P/C Tom Koch, SN is presently working with SBSPS members to complete the 

ID course and get ñCertifiedò.  If you are not a ñCertified Instructorò, and would 

like to be added to the list of SBSPS Instructors, please contact me to get started 

on that curriculum. Those that presently provide instruction to a credited school, 

college or university can be ñGrandfatheredò in with only minimal preparation. 

Contact: D/Lt/C Tom Koch, SN 

805-729-3385 tbkoch@cox.net 

VINDICATED AT LAST (SORT OF) 

P/C R.H. Rowland SN 
 About 10-years ago I submitted a teaching aid for consideration of 

usefulness by other Squadrons at a district conference.  The aid was de-

signed to assist teaching Basic Boating and Seamanship students the mean-

ing of various vessel running lights while having a little fun at the same 

time.  It consisted of a number of black sheets of paper (representing  boats 

at night) with colored İ-inch diameter Avery Labels to indicate the color 

and relative position of the lights of various boat sizes and boat movement in 

different directions.  I would place 5 or 6 around the room, usually in the 

front, then spend a few minutes at the end of the class explaining  what they 

meant.  The selection changed for every class with an emphasis on the most 

common situations.  It worked quite well, soon the students could relate po-

sition and color of lights to right-of-way problems and know if the two ves-

sels in the distance were separate or one was being towed.  They even 

learned to tell such esoteric things as the difference in lights between a large 

tug with a short tow and a short tug with a long tow, and what that strange 

string of yellow lights often at the harbor entrance meant. 

 At the conference I noticed the colored dots on the first displayed 

situation (a boat coming directly at you) had fallen off the black sheet.  The-

se were the only three labels that ever failed to stick.  I had extra labels 

along to cover this very problem.  Unfortunately without thinking I posi-

tioned the ñlightsò as I saw them at dusk every night when I checked FROM 

THE COCKPIT to verify they were lit.  Naturally, the ñlightsò were back-

wards. 

 Snickers, mostly from our squadron, ensued.  I attempted to explain 

that the instructions asked ñWhat would you do in this situationò.  So the 

answer should be ñCall the Coast Guard, a boat has just turned turtleò.   That 

didnôt fly.  After a few seconds someone asked ñwhy is a white steaming 

light above the running lights if the boat is upside down?ò   I had a few other 

answers I was ready to propose, but it was easier just to reposition the color 

dots as seen from the bow.  It was years before the incident was forgotten. 

 But it all came back just a few days ago when a notice appeared in 

Practical Sailor of a product recall of some Bi-color Nav Lights from Aqua 

Signal manufactured in the last two months last year and the first two of 

2011.  It seems the position of the red and green portions of the lights were 

reversed with red representing starboard and green for port.  Thus my 10-

year old aid was correct, just a little ahead of its time.  But I canôt help but 

wonder if the designer who made the error was someone who saw my aid at 

the conference before I corrected it and if the next knock on my door will be 

a legal representative from Aqua Signal. 

ATTENTION SBSPS MEMBER

    by  

D/Lt/C Tom Koch, SN 

file:///C:/Users/Doris%20Desktop/Desktop/May%202011%20%20SIGNAL%20HOIST/tbkoch@cox.net
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Highlights of April 7 Bridge and Member Meeting 

Secretary Peggy Ciolino, S 
 

James Lambden from Above the Water Line came and spoke about elec-

tric propulsion for boats.  He informed us that electric boats were built 

before fossil fuel boats, some time in the 1890s.  Electric motors are 90% 

efficient, while diesel motors are 8-15% efficient with the added pollu-

tion.  The major problem with electric motors is that batteries hold 1/50 

the amount of energy that diesel fuel does.  In order for people to switch 

to electric motors, James said we have to change our thinking.  He said 

that a diesel/electric combination is the best of both worlds.  His favorite 

type of hybrid is one in which the diesel runs the regeneration of the bat-

teries and the electric motor runs the propeller.  Someone asked how an 

electric boat could make it to Hawaii.  James said that electric boats 

would regenerate as they go and donôt have to keep stopping for fuel as 

diesels do.  For more information you can go to Jamesô website: electric-

boatdesign.com. 
 

Belated awards were given out: The Awards Committee presented ASEO 

Lt. Link Thomas, P with the Squadronôs Santa Maria award for most ac-

tive new member (opposite page); Pete Seagoe. P was given the Squad-

ronôs Power Boater Award 

(below right); and P/C 

Richard Stull, SN received 

his National Certificate of 

Educational Proficiency 

award from Cdr Rich Cio-

lino.    

The USPS has set up a disaster relief fund through Sail Angle to make a 

donation to the Tokyo Power Squadron.  One member lost their home in 

Japan and a number of vessels belonging to members were damaged, but 

none lost.  Some members had relatives that were lost. 
 

Thanks to those who braved torrential downpours to work the booth at 

the L.A. Boat Show on Sunday April 20:  Inge and Don Crowder, Garrett 

Osgood, Rosemary and Al Rice and Peggy and Rich Ciolino. 
 

There is an upcoming 

cruise to Pelican on 

April 30 ï May 1. 
 

Our squadron will be 

hosting the Spring 

Conference next year.  

John Profant has been 

looking into different 

venues for this event 

such as the following:  

Four Points Sheraton, 

Ventura Merriott, 

Pierpont, Courtyard in Oxnard, and the Crown Plaza. 

Where is Saito?, April 20, 2011 

Cdr. Rich Ciolino, AP 

As previously reported in this magazine during the past several months, our 

own District 13 member, Minoru Saito of the Tokyo Sail and Power Squadron, 

is sailing solo around the world in a 56 foot sailboat, from east to west.  The 

74 year old sailor began his adventure on October 2, 2008 from Yokohama, 

Japan, and was planning to complete his adventure sometime in May or June 

of 2009, obviously this date has slipped.   You can follow his progress and 

read his daily logs at http://www.saito8.com/index.htm.   The Santa Barbara 

Sail and Power Squadron made a donation to support his venture along with a 

SBSPS burgee that Mr. Saito has with him.  SPSPS expects to receive a photo-

graph of Mr. Saito with the burgee after the voyage is completed.  

As reported since February Saito-san is rejuvenating himself and his boat after 

his harrowing turn-around voyage back to Hawaii.  Repairs are being made to 

make his boat seaworthy again but no firm date has been given for his depar-

ture on the last leg of his journey to Yokohama, Japan.  As of this writing he 

has been at sea or ashore for repairs and supplies for 923 days, he hasnôt 

been home in all this time, and he has had 3 birthdays during the voyage 

ï he is now 77 years old ï go mature sailors! 

http://www.saito8.com/index.htm
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Santa Barbara Sail & Power Squadron 

Past Commanders Annual Brunch, April 09, 2011 

 

Santa Barbara Sail & Power Squadron 

Past Commanders Annual Brunch, April 09, 2011 

Every one enjoyed the 

delicious and plentiful 

food and the good  

camaraderie. 


