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September 2006
9 SBSPS Annual meeting and Pot Luck at
Giorgi Park
28 District Council Meeting, San Pedro
28 – Oct. 1 Tri - District 13 Conference, Phoenix, AZ

October 2006
7 - 8 Dive Day - suggestions were made for Frys,

Platts, Yellowbanks and Twin Harbors...
5 SBSPS Executive Committee Meeting,

Waterfront Classroom
TBA Santa Barbara Harbor Festival
28 Beginning of Baja Cruise

November 2006
2 SBSPS Executive Committee Meeting,
3 Waterfront Classroom
23 District Council Meeting, San Pedro

The SIGNAL HOIST is the official publication of the SANTA
SAIL BARBARA POWER SQUADRON. Articles of interest to
the membership should be forwarded in writing to the Editor by
the 20th of the month in order to be published in the next issue.
We solicit the submission of your articles on safety, cruising
stories and member and boating photographs. We encourage
articles by our members. Send us your true or tall tales. Articles,
opinions and advertisements published herein do not necessarily
reflect USPS policy nor endorsement unless so designated

Publisher: P/C Wilfred Swalling, S E-Mail DSwalling@aol.com
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Notice
Santa Barbara Power Squadron meets the first Thursday of the
month at the Maritime Museum Community room at 1930.
District 13 Council Meetings are usually held on the fourth
Thursday of each month, except during March, October and
December, at Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club, 211 W. 22nd
Street, San Pedro, CA Take the 110 Fwy. South to the Vincent
Thomas Bridge/Terminal Island exit. Get in the right lane and
take Harbor Blvd. Exit. Turn right on Harbor Blvd. And right
on 22nd St. CBYC is the bldg. Past the 22nd St. Landing
Restaurant. All Squadron Bridge officers are urged to attend.
Squadron members are welcome to participate in District 13
activities. Ride sharing is available.

Contact Cdr. William J. Berry, P (805-211-2411)
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We’re swimming in fishing options. The
warmest water of the year brings us shots at yellowtail, bonito and
even the rare California visitor – dorado. Meanwhile, inshore fish-
ing for our usual local gamefish just don’t get any better. Want to
see how much fun fishing can be? Stop by your local tackle shop
for some supplies and get out to wet a line, pronto.

Yellowtail are attacking baits and jigs at San Clemente Island, The
Farnsworth Bank, Santa Barbara Island, Anacapa Island and Santa
Cruz Island. The common technique is to yo-yo for them over
rocky structure, yet it is also effective to fish a whole squid or fin-
fish bait on a dropper loop. I recommend tying a lengthy loop
(between 6 inches and a foot long) so that the yellowtail sucks the
entire bait into its mouth before you react, thereby increasing your
hookup to bite ratio. When the ‘tails chase bait on the surface,
they will boil on livelined baits or inhale small jigs worked along
topwater. That sight will boil the blood of every red-blooded an-
gler.

Bonito are downright exciting to catch because they put up such a
spirited fight and don’t give up. Good numbers of “bones” are
coming from all So Cal harbors from Santa Barbara to San Diego.
Working birds usually provide the clue needed to find foraging
fish. Ease up to the area of activity, toss out a dipnet full of live
chum and follow with hook baits, jigs, spoons or feathers. Hook-
ups come fast and hard or not at all.

Calico bass fishing is the best I’ve seen it in decades. Our season
has been good and now the bass are going nuts. Nearly every kelp
bed or shallow reef zone along the mainland coast is kicking out
quantities of calicos, including some surprisingly big units. Please
let the bigger ones go. I recommend keeping only those calico
bass between 13 and 19 inches. Let’s keep the bass population
strong. Anchor up and begin chumming live baits. Take note of the
direction of the current and cast hook baits down current. Be
ready for a fight. The bass are also biting plastic swimbait/
leadhead combos on the drop. When you have a chance to fish the
islands, try your hand at casting for calicos along the boiler rocks
and along the edge of kelp beds at Catalina, San Nicholas, Santa
Cruz and Santa Rosa islands.
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Submitted
By

Capt. David Bacon

Commanders Message
Cdr. William J. Berry, P

The nights are "drawing in, as they say
in the colder parts, but especially for those of us
who came here recently, Santa Barbara winter is
just a colder summer, and we can boat all year
round. No more winterizing engines, draining
all fittings, haul out, and a tight winter cover to
keep the snow out. Lucky us!

This next is especially for NEW MEM-
BERS: You have taken the Basic Boating class.
You have heard we are also a social organization. You know we do a
good job of teaching. Now find out about our fun social side.

Come to Giorgi Park at 1027 N. San Marcos Road on Septem-
ber 9-noon to 1800. Tri-tip, chicken, corn, beans, potluck salads, des-
serts, beer and wine. A rollicking auction conducted by Dick and
Marcia Rowland. Bring something potluck and a gift to auction. Bring
your kids and bathing suits. Kids free-adults $5.00. Call Commander
Bill Berry 201-2411 for reservations.

We especially want to invite new members to attend in order to
receive membership certificates.

Later in the year we host our annual Christmas party, and then
Change of Watch on the last Saturday of February 2007. The summer
fun begins with the Dock Party at the Harbor in June, followed by our
annual Pacific Corinthian Yacht Club Cruise in July.

Don't forget the District 13 Isthmus Cruise to Catalina Island on
August 26. I can't go, as I'm headed to Toronto to see the family on Au-
gust 28; back on September 8. Monica will take reservations for Giorgi
Park.
NOTE THERE WILL BE NO BRIDGE MEETING SEPTEMBER
7. GIORGI PARK INSTEAD.
The fall teaching season gets underway Tuesday September 5 at 7:30
with Basic Boating in the harbor Community Classroom. Membership
maintenance and growth depends critically on conducting large Basic
Boating classes. If you have a boating friend who hasn't taken the
course, get him or her to call Tom Curry 896-6797. Navigation begins
7:30 PM Wednesday September 13 in the Maritime Museum class-
room ,with Gordon Specht; 967-0647. Next up is Piloting, with Llad
Phillips 962-9967 at the Maritime Museum classroom on Tuesday Sep-
tember 19.
At Giorgi Park on 9/9 we need a strong quorum to consider the Squad-
ron name change to amend our bylaws.
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SMOKING FISH
by

Robert Hinrichsen. P
Of course. after' getting over the initial
difficulty of LIGHTING THEM. You are
on your way. Actually, you do not need
expensive or fancy smokers like some peo-

ple may believe. A simple Weber-type kettle 8BQ works extremely web. It is
better to use filleted fish, fresh caught or store bought, as the skin tends to
stop the smoke absorption. Either way you are in for a treat.
There are many different types of wood chips to chose from for making your'
smoke flavor. My favorites in order are Hickory, Oak, and Mesquite. and there
are others like Apple. All these are readily available from stores like Wal Mart
or longs Drugs and they are basically ready to use.
Let us start with a list of needed materials: A BBQ with a grill. a bucket for
water, wood chips of your choice.. charcoal briquettes, lighter fluid. matches or
lighter and. if using fillets. I like to put a piece of 1/4 inch size hardware cloth
on the grill so the smoking fish will not fall through the grill into the coals.
Let's get started. I’m getting hungry! First fill your bucket 1/4 full with water.
then add about three good double handfuls of wood chips. Allow the wood
chips to soak in the water for at least 10 minutes while you are preparing the
BBQ. Get a fair amount of briquettes lit and fuming white. Next take a handful
of wet wood chips-not enough to put the fire out, just enough to dampen the
fire. and burn the wood chips slowly-causing them to smoke. It would be good
to remember you are smoking, not cooking; so keep the heat lower. Put the
grill on. put the hardware cloth on the grill. put the fish on. and cover with the
BBQ lid. You can control the flow of smoke with the damper control on the lid
of the BBQ. This will also help to NOT
SMOKE UP THE NEIGHBORHOOD. Simply
add more wet wood chips to slow down the
heat and cause more smoke until the final fin-
ish. Smoke for about one hour or to your taste.
You can dry the fish cut just like beef jerky if
you like. I find properly done, moist and tender
and seasoned to taste to be the best.

TIDES
submitted by

PRC Max W. Edelstein
Tide is the rise and

fall of the ocean level as a
result of changes in the
gravitational attraction
between the earth, sun
and moon. It is a vertical
motion only. Tides origi-
nate in the open oceans
and seas, but are only no-
ticeable and significant
close to shore. The effect
of tides will be observed

along coastal beaches, in bays and sounds and up rivers generally
as far as the first rapids, waterfall or dam. The effect of tides may
be more noticeable a hundred miles up a river than it is at the
river’s mouth, because water piles up higher in the narrower
stretches. Coastal regions in which the water levels are subject to
tidal action are often referred as "tidewater" areas.

Tidal theory involves the interaction of gravitational and
centrifugal forces. The inward attractions of the earth, on one
hand, and the sun and moon on the other, are balanced by the out-
ward forces resulting from the revolutions of the earth and the
moon in their respective orbits. The gravitational and centrifugal
forces are in balance as a whole, otherwise the bodies would fly
apart from each other, or else crash together—but they are not
quite in balance at most points on the earth’s surface; this is what
causes tides. The effects of the sun and moon act simultaneously.
As the earth rotates on its axis once every 24 hours, the point
closest to or farthest from the sun constantly changes. As a result
of the tilt of the earth's axis, the pairs of highs, and of lows, will
not normally be of exactly the same level. The earth and moon
revolve around a common point which is situated deep inside the
earth. This point is located about 2900 miles from the center of
the earth toward the moon, or about 1,100 miles inside the earth.
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The other filmmakers didn't understand that it's what you: don't
see that haunts you, which is the second reason I hate sharks - I
know the sneaky bastards are out there waiting.
Jaws' tagline was "Don't go in the water;' and for the last 30 years,
I've done my best not to. Then again, I also stopped taking show-
ers for a while after seeing Psycho.
The worst thing about sharks is that they don't care. They get an
impulse and-chomp. Which is never good. Unless, that is, you're
Bethany Hamilton, the 14-year-old surfer who's turned a lost limb
into a career move. Within a year of losing her arm to, a shark,
she wrote a book, Soul Surfer, was making appearances on the
faith-based circuit, and had a line of fragrances (Stoked and
Wired).
For the rest of us, becoming lunch for a shark is usually less prof-
itable. But on an upbeat note, the International
Shark Attack File claims the chances of getting nipped are I rare.
According to them, you're about 100 times more likely, to get
killed by lightning.
Feel safer? Don't. When you get zapped by 100 million volts from
above, you either instantly become a taco or start getting satellite
radio on your fillings. I can live (or die) with that. It's an under-
standable accident, like getting hit by the Number 5 bus. But as
soon as you enter the water, you're offering yourself up as free-
range human sushi. Don't write saying that you swim in freshwa-
ter and are safe. In 1937, a bull shark was caught raiding fish
traps north of St. Louis on the Mississippi River. So watch it,
buster.
The real issue here, however, is not how likely you are to meet
your maker but in what condition you'll arrive at his door. And
with a shark, it's always messy. What Spielberg tapped into was
that nature is one big snuff film, and the money shot isn't pretty.
Lightning dispatches you quickly, but a shark eats you while you
watch.
More than any other animal, we fear sharks on a visceral and pri-
mal level. It's why Jaws worked. Remember the woman in the
opening shots? That could be you. Which is why the next time I
see you outside the inlet, I'll be keeping all my body parts in the
boat and leaving the water to Them.

By
Lt/C Richard J. Stull, AP

Growing up nearly from birth here in Santa Barbara, I have the
good fortune to have had our beautiful beaches, particularly
Miramar, Hammonds and Butterfly, and the wonderful waters of
our channel as companions, playgrounds, proving arenas and
sanctuaries all of my remembered life. My first boating experi-
ences grew from Santa Barbara’s unique geography and climate.
Each summer, while the Channel Islands blocked the waves of
the South swells from our shore, chores and jobs were scheduled
and done in the mornings when the fog had yet to lift or the wind
to freshen. Then on the many days that hikes up the cool creek
canyons of the front range didn’t claim our attention, we biked to
the beach or the harbor to sail Hobie 16s. The rushing speed,
biting spray and sizzling slash of the single hull cutting through
the waves coalesce to produce a thrill all Cat sailors know well.
For someone far too young to drive and even too small to have
but a single-gear bicycle, hiking out on a Hobie fully powered
was an unparalleled glory.

From such a foundation, it is probably not surprising that I have
tried to keep sailing a sustaining part of my life. I’ll share a few
of many highlights from my years on the water. I sailed Hobies
and FJs in the Bay (and water-skied the amazingly frigid waters
of Richardson Bay and Lake Tahoe) while doing my under-
graduate studies at Berkeley. In those college years, every other
summer my housemate Fred and I crewed in the Newport to Ber-
muda yacht race, which may sound glamorous but means that we
rode the rail for 3 or 4 days straight and were forced to survive
on sardines and crackers. Of course once we arrived in Ber-
muda, there was a very refined and enjoyably excessive party put
on that on occasion lasted longer than the race itself. From that
jumping off point we spent much of one summer sailing south
into the Caribbean, crewing on several boats, and visited many
of its lovely islands. One special thing I recall: when arriving at
each new port, as crew, that is, as “working sailors,” we found a
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Don’t Go In There
Why it’s never been safe
to go back in the water

(by David Seidman)

SHARKS FOR TWO
REASONS. FIRST
AND foremost, a great
white killed something I
will never be
able to get back-any
chance I had with
Wendy Margolis. In the
summer of 1975, I took
her to see Jaws. Having
seen plenty of real
sharks, I envisioned my
arm around her, com-
forting her through the

scary parts. The evening was mine that is, until 23 minutes into
the film when a head dropped out of a hole in the bottom of a boat
and everyone in the theater, including me, screamed. Everyone,
that is, except Wendy. She was tougher than she looked, then, it
was downhill. My image was blown, and the damage done. Jaws
ruined it for me that night and for the next 30 years as well. My
only solace was that the sequels all bit the big one. In Jaws 2 the
shark
killed a helicopter. Next was Jaws 3-D. Have you ever seen a
good 3D movie? This one was no, different. And in Jaws: The
Revenge, the only revenge was that the public never showed up.
The one good shark flick since was Deep Blue Sea. I didn't
scream at that one, but I was with my wife who already knew I
was a sham.
The problem with most shark movies is that you see the shark.
But for the first half of Jaws, all you get is a
glimpse of a fin or a shadow in the water. The beast reveals itself
toward the end, from which point on, it's silly time. There's noth-
ing frightening about a mechanical shark (named Bruce after Ste-
ven Spielberg's lawyer).

warm, welcoming extended family of other salts happy to share
their local knowledge and experiences and as eager to hear and
subsequently greatly inflate ours. One evening we were enter-
tained in a Tortuga bar with a story that sounded very familiar if
by then somewhat more sensational than the one we had lived.
Of course we joined in and proceeded to enhance it further with
even more fantastic but well-received embellishments. Fred and I
still hope that it may be making the rounds there to this day.

In Los Angeles, after college, some friends and I sailed and raced
an Olson 30, an ultra-light displacement hull designed for the pre-
vailing light air of southern California, out of Marina del Rey.
Late one November, on my birthday and the day of the Cal-
Stanford football game as it turned out, some Stanford “friends”
and I made a midnight sail out to Santa Barbara Island. Making
landfall at sunrise, being the only vessel at a wonderful (if wind-
swept and desolate) island, witnessing spectacular, teeming wild-
life from the snugness of one’s boat, to me, these are among the
quintessential pleasures of a boating life.

But as some other members can attest, career and family (for a
time at least) can push boating activities off of one’s calendar.
However, once settled back in Santa Barbara with my wife Ce-
cilia, after some years of bouncing between Los Angeles and San
Francisco, I was again ready to listen to the lure of the sea. A
bachelor party held at Scorpion Ranch on Santa Cruz Island (in
1996 before it became a National Park) provided the nudge neces-
sary for my active return to boating. We crossed on the ship, the
Island Packer, equipped with surfboards, mountain bikes and
parasailers (in lieu of more traditional bachelor party accessories).
I mountain-biked across the island with my surfboard for my first
epiphanous experience of its warm, calm south shore and its fine
waves. That moment spawned the vision that became my new
boating life. A couple of friends and I purchased a Sea Ray Sun-
dancer 270 and a Marina 1 slip. A couple years full of memora-
ble surf, kayak, snorkel and fishing trips later, we upgraded to the
Sundancer 290 I own today, the Hui Holokai (which we loosely
translate from the Hawaiian as “band of friends headed to sea”).

Being both the initiator and prime mover of this boating partner-
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From your Education Department
by

1st/Lt Llad Phillips, AP

Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron members: Summer is
fading and fall will soon be here along with courses offered by
the squadron.

The Squadron Boating course begins at 7:30 PM on
Tuesday September 5 in the community classroom at the harbor
where we hold our monthly meetings. The boating course starts
in only 17 days, so if you know anyone who might be interested,
pass the word along. Contact Tom Curry at 896-6797.

Navigation begins at 7:30 PM on Wednesday September
13 in the Maritime Museum classroom, at the harbor. If you need
this course, and like to shoot the visible stars and planets, this is
a great opportunity. Contact Gordon Specht at 967-0647.

Piloting begins at 7:30 PM on Tuesday September 19 in
the Maritime Museum classroom. There are two new texts and
an emphasis on digital charts, preplanning voyages digitally, and
navigating with a GPS. Of course, dead reckoning is still central
to all navigation, and plotting by hand on paper charts is still
with us. Contact Llad Phillips at 962-9967.

ship and a husband and father dedicated to sharing boating with
my family, I felt a responsibility to ensure that my knowledge of
safe boating was as complete as I could make it. And I found
SBSPS’s Basic Boating course, ably and warmly led by Past
Commander Carl Pettersen, AP, as a fine first step toward the sat-
isfaction of that responsibility. Though my schedule of late has
not allowed us to participate in as many SBPS boating activities
as we would like, as our son Zane (now 6) gains his “sea legs,”
Cecilia and I plan to make sure that our family’s future includes
many of the great SBSPS outings each year. See you out there on
the water!

Fishermen- the next extinct species:
By Mike McCorkle, (SB News Press)

"The Man" in Santa Barbara to talk to about fishing, says that most of
the government .and conservationists' alarm about over-fishing is more about
politics than good science. In a conversation with me, he pointed out that
fishermen don't see a crisis that the environmentalists are using to practically
eliminate the fishing industry.

He pointed out that populations of fish move about and then return
when confronted with conditions' unfavorable to them, like the temperature
other water and the ..., chlorine-treated pollution from Goleta and Santa Bar-
bara streets that ends up right offshore.

"Stopping fishermen won't make, the fish come back if the water is
polluted. To make marine protected areas without stopping pollution in that
area is not useful," he said.

In February, the state Fish and' 'Game Commission will start looking
more closely at the area 'between Point Conception and the Mexican border.
It's time for all of us in Santa Barbara, Montecito, and Goleta in particular to
get more knowledgeable about the true threats to undersea creatures, and not
just have a knee-jerk so-called solution of stopping fishing. The fishermen
have a stake in making sure the fish population stays up, too! It is their liveli-
hood. Check out www.fgc.ca.gov. Please! I want to be able to eat local, fresh
fish, don't you ?

Dear Dr. Schlessinger
The Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron is grateful to you for

publication of our message. We hope it will get through to a wider public, and
provide a valuable public service.

There is a small fee for the Basic Boating course-I recollect around
$40.00 for course materials. Our instructors are all experienced boaters and
volunteer their time.

We also offer advanced courses, for the same modest fee, but mem-
bership is a pre-requisite. These courses are Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced
Piloting, Junior Navigation and Senior Navigation. The elective courses, also
for members, are Sail, Weather, Cruise Planning, Marine Engine Maintenance,
and Marine Electronics. Armed with these skills, our members have crossed to
Hawai'i.

Annual membership cost is also modest-at present under $50.00. A
major benefit is significantly reduced boat insurance cost.

I know all this looks like a "plug", but we believe we provide a bene-
fit to our boating population, so any means to reach them is justified.
Sincerely.
William J. Berry
Commander
Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron
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The following articles are new Boating Laws signed by the Governor.

Boating Experts Focus on Mandatory
Boat Operator Safety Education

July 21, 2006
Los Angeles -- The Department of Boating and Waterways (Cal Boat-
ing) yesterday hosted the first of two stakeholder workshops to discuss
potential legislation to require safety education for vessel operators.
The second meeting, which will build on information gathered in Los
Angeles, is scheduled for August 17 at the Clarion Hotel, Terrace
Room, 700 16th Street, Sacramento.
“There is no question that California’s boating accidents and fatalities
are too high. That’s a problem for anyone who cares about boating and
about public safety,” said Cal Boating Director Raynor Tsuneyoshi in
his opening statement. “The question we hope to answer today is:
Should the State of California require boaters to receive boating safety
training in order to operate a motorized vessel?”
The all-day workshop had 38 participants including boaters, representa-
tives of boating interest groups, government agencies, boating accident
victims, safety advocates and educators, marina operators, and boating
law enforcement personnel. “The cooperation of so many different in-
terests is incredibly valuable in effectively addressing what we all know
is a problem,” Tsuneyoshi said.
Mandatory boater education has been gaining traction nationwide in
recent years and 42 states now require some type of certification. The
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has been a driving force
behind the nationwide movement toward mandatory education. Manda-
tory boat operator education is on the NTSB's list of “Most Wanted
Transportation Safety Improvements” for 2006.
Bill Gossard, National Recreational Boating Program Manager and
Senior Transportation Safety Advocate for the NTSB, spoke to the
group about how mandatory education is working in other states. “If
California is on board with mandatory boating education, a projected
decrease in fatalities is expected at 10 to 15 percent, saving between six
and ten people a year,” he said. “California needs to join the states that
have taken this important step toward reducing recreational boating ac-
cidents and fatalities.”
“Recreational Boaters of California appreciates the effort that DBW is
making to bring together all of the stakeholders for a comprehensive
and productive discussion of actions that can be taken to enhance boater
safety and education,” said Jerry Desmond, Jr., Director of Government
Relations for Recreational Boaters of California.

Cont. on page 11

Dear Dr. Schlessinger

The letter you received from Mr. Larry Skahill, quoted in your Sunday News
Press column goes straight to the heart of a serious and under-recognized
problem on our lakes, rivers and oceans: the alarming toll of deaths and
injuries caused by inexperience, irresponsibility , lack of knowledge of "rules
of the road", and bad luck. And the quote from the Contra Costa Times is dead
on. The statistics are accurate.

It is true that California is one of a few states not requiring boating skill
qualifications as a pre-requisite to licensing. Boating can be and often is as
dangerous as driving, unless you know what to do and how to do it in an
emergency. That's why we license drivers, and why the government is now
examining the need to license and test. Our California squadrons are part of
this consultation.

This is a problem with a solution. Boating organizations like the United States
Power Squadrons, with 60,00 members and 450 squadrons in the US, and sister
organizations in Canada and Japan, have offered Safe Boating courses to the
public since 1914, and but for these courses, the accident rate would almost
certainly be higher.

The Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons, has been the leading provider of boating safety and boating skill
education for over 50 years Our next Basic Boating class begins at 7:30 PM on
Tuesday September 5 in the Community classroom at the harbor. Anyone
interested should contact Dr. Llad Phillips at 805-962-9967 This is the same
course you must take in most other states, and at the very least, imparts
confidence, basic boating skills to reduce risk, and enhancement of boating
enjoyment.

Our squadron is also in the process of forming a Sea Scout Ship for boys and
girls in co-operation with Boy Scouts of America. Boating safety and skills
need an early start, and we will teach these on members' boats, and in our
classroom.

I hope that you can publish some of this. If you want to know more about our
squadron, and USPS nationally, please find sbpss (should be sbsps, but the
address is sbpss instead), on Google, and click on site number 4. It also links to
the National website.

Sincerely
William J. Berry
Commander Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron
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sion, facilitate consensus and provide technical assistance to any group
that wants to sponsor mandatory boat operator education legislation, but
Cal Boating can’t be the sponsor of the legislation.”
The Department of Boating and Waterways promotes on-the-water
safety and helps develop convenient public access to the waterways
through programs funded by vessel registration fees, boating fuel tax
dollars and boating facility construction loan payments.

If it’s your boat, it’s your responsibility.
Take a boating safety course.

.SACRAMENTO -- Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed legis-
lation that will allow law enforcement agencies to remove abandoned
vessels from waterways, protecting California waters from deserted
boat hazards. The bill, AB 716 (Canciamilla, D-Pittsburg), sponsored
by Recreational Boaters of California, will become law on Jan. 1, 2006.
“By signing this bill, Governor Schwarzenegger has demonstrated his
continued leadership in protecting both health of our state's natural re-
sources and of the public,” said California Department of Boating and
Waterways Director Raynor Tsuneyoshi. “Abandoned vessels impede
navigation and leak pollutants, destroying natural habitats.”
Abandoned vessels pose a risk to other recreational boaters by obstruct-
ing waterways, sinking in shallow water, and leaking hazardous materi-
als such as oil and gas. Vessels with registration expired for more than
one year can be removed from public waterways by law enforcement
officers.
“The changes instituted by AB 716 will enable law enforcement agen-
cies to remove wrecked vessels more quickly so they don't become pub-
lic health hazards,” said Tsuneyoshi.
Under the law, the amount of time abandoned vessels may be held by
law enforcement before being sold at auction will be reduced from 90
to 60 days. By reducing the delay, officers can avoid additional prob-
lems and costs that occur while vessels remain in the water.

Additionally, the new law will double the maximum fine for vessel
abandonment on public waterways to $3,000. The law also will allow
the court to order violators to repay the enforcing agency for the actual
cost of removing and disposing of a vessel.
The Department of Boating and Waterways promotes on-the-water
safety and helps develop convenient public access to the waterways
through programs funded by vessel registration fees, boating fuel tax

Harry Monihan, government relations director for the Southern Califor-
nia Marine Association, a boating industry group, spoke about the
group’s historical opposition to mandatory boater education. “We’ve
always taken the position that you can’t legislate good judgment, but
now we are becoming more flexible because our members and custom-
ers are being subjected to risks of uneducated boaters on the water,”
Monihan said.
More than one participant spoke from experience in describing the
damaging affects of boating accidents. Pam Rudy spoke of her son Kyle
who was killed last year when a rented pontoon boat he was vacation-
ing on ran over him. She attended the meeting to express her belief that
there is an urgent need for mandatory boater education in California. “I
believe that education is urgent and necessary. California needs to do
this now,” she said.
A boater education law passed the California Legislature in 1999 but
was vetoed by Governor Gray Davis. At the time, Chris Brewster was
Lifeguard Chief for the City of San Diego, which sponsored the bill. He
is currently President of the United States Lifesaving Association.
Brewster began his remarks by apologizing to the victims present. “If
we had been able to get that legislation passed in 1999, many of the
injuries and deaths described today probably wouldn’t have happened,”
he said. “Each day that we don’t have mandatory boater education, we
are responsible for more tragedies. We must find a way to come to con-
sensus and move this forward.”
The morning was spent reviewing and discussing material about acci-
dent statistics and existing boating education laws nationwide.
Throughout the afternoon, participants had an opportunity to share their
concerns and help outline the specific issues that need to be addressed
in any proposed legislation. “The variations on structuring a boating
education law include age, type of vessel, reciprocity with other states,
penalties, administration, and dozens of others. Each detail is important
to someone,” Tsuneyoshi said.
In an informal poll of the meeting participants indicated nearly 80 per-
cent conceptual support of pursuing a mandatory boater education law
in California. “Now we have to find a way to satisfy objections that are
related to structure and process, and we have to determine who might
sponsor such legislation,” Tsuneyoshi said.
The next meeting will focus on discussing the various options and de-
veloping a framework for a law, although no group has come forward to
lead the process yet. “We have been clear that any boater education leg-
islation has to come from the boating community,” said David Johnson,
deputy director of Cal Boating. “The department can lead the discus-
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