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Commanders M essage
Cdr. William J. Berry, P

The nights are "drawing in, as they say
in the colder parts, but especialy for those of us
who came here recently, Santa Barbara winter is
just a colder summer, and we can boat al year
round. No more winterizing engines, draining
all fittings, haul out, and a tight winter cover to
keep the snow out. Lucky usl! |

Thisnext is especially for NEW MEM- L
BERS: You have taken the Basic Boating class.
You have heard we are aso a socia organization. You know we do a
good job of teaching. Now find out about our fun social side.

Come to Giorgi Park at 1027 N. San Marcos Road on Septem-
ber 9-noon to 1800. Tri-tip, chicken, corn, beans, potluck salads, des-
serts, beer and wine. A rollicking auction conducted by Dick and
Marcia Rowland. Bring something potluck and a gift to auction. Bring
your kids and bathing suits. Kids free-adults $5.00. Call Commander
Bill Berry 201-2411 for reservations.

We especially want to invite new members to attend in order to
receive membership certificates.

Later in the year we host our annual Christmas party, and then
Change of Watch on the last Saturday of February 2007. The summer
fun begins with the Dock Party at the Harbor in June, followed by our
annua Pacific Corinthian Yacht Club Cruisein July.

Don't forget the District 13 Isthmus Cruise to Catalina lsland on
August 26. | can't go, as I'm headed to Toronto to see the family on Au-
gust 28; back on September 8. Monica will take reservations for Giorgi
Park.

NOTE THERE WILL BE NO BRIDGE MEETING SEPTEMBER
7. GIORGI PARK INSTEAD.

The fall teaching season gets underway Tuesday September 5 at 7:30
with Basic Boating in the harbor Community Classroom. Membership
maintenance and growth depends critically on conducting large Basic
Boating classes. If you have a boating friend who hasn't taken the
course, get him or her to call Tom Curry 896-6797. Navigation begins
7:30 PM Wednesday September 13 in the Maritime Museum class-
room ,with Gordon Specht; 967-0647. Next up is Piloting, with Llad
Phillips 962-9967 at the Maritime Museum classroom on Tuesday Sep-
tember 19.

At Giorgi Park on 9/9 we need a strong quorum to consider the Squad-
ron name change to amend our bylaws.
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4 - _ SMOKING FISH

B by

Robert Hinrichsen. P
f course. after' getting over the initial
g difficulty of LIGHTING THEM. You are
2 on your way. Actually, you do not need
expensive or fancy smokers like some peo-
ple may believe. A simple Weber-type kettle 8BQ works extremely web. It is
better to use filleted fish, fresh caught or store bought, as the skin tends to
stop the smoke absorption. Either way you arein for atreat.
There are many different types of wood chips to chose from for making your'
smoke flavor. My favorites in order are Hickory, Oak, and Mesqguite. and there
are others like Apple. All these are readily available from stores like Wal Mart
or longs Drugs and they are basically ready to use.
Let us start with a list of needed materials: A BBQ with a grill. a bucket for
water, wood chips of your choice.. charcoal briquettes, lighter fluid. matches or
lighter and. if using fillets. | like to put a piece of 1/4 inch size hardware cloth
on the grill so the smoking fish will not fall through the grill into the coals.
Let's get started. I’'m getting hungry! First fill your bucket 1/4 full with water.
then add about three good double handfuls of wood chips. Allow the wood
chips to soak in the water for at least 10 minutes while you are preparing the
BBQ. Get afair amount of briquettes lit and fuming white. Next take a handful
of wet wood chips-not enough to put the fire out, just enough to dampen the
fire. and burn the wood chips slowly-causing them to smoke. It would be good
to remember you are smoking, not cooking; so keep the heat lower. Put the
grill on. put the hardware cloth on the grill. put the fish on. and cover with the
BBQ lid. You can control the flow of smoke with the damper control on the lid
of the BBQ. This will also help to NOT
SMOKE UP THE NEIGHBORHOOD. Simply
add more wet wood chips to slow down the
heat and cause more smoke until the final fin-
ish. Smoke for about one hour or to your taste.
You can dry the fish cut just like beef jerky if
you like. | find properly done, moist and tender
and seasoned to taste to be the best.
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Get to know your Bridge

Lt/C Richard J. Stull, AP

Growing up nearly from birth here in Santa Barbara, | have the
good fortune to have had our beautiful beaches, particularly
Miramar, Hammonds and Butterfly, and the wonderful waters of
our channel as companions, playgrounds, proving arenas and
sanctuaries all of my remembered life. My first boating experi-
ences grew from Santa Barbara s unique geography and climate.
Each summer, while the Channel Islands blocked the waves of
the South swells from our shore, chores and jobs were scheduled
and done in the mornings when the fog had yet to lift or the wind
to freshen. Then on the many days that hikes up the cool creek
canyons of the front range didn’t claim our attention, we biked to
the beach or the harbor to sail Hobie 16s. The rushing speed,
biting spray and sizzling slash of the single hull cutting through
the waves coalesce to produce a thrill al Cat sailors know well.
For someone far too young to drive and even too small to have
but a single-gear bicycle, hiking out on a Hobie fully powered
was an unparalleled glory.

From such a foundation, it is probably not surprising that | have
tried to keep sailing a sustaining part of my life. I'll share afew
of many highlights from my years on the water. | sailed Hobies
and FJs in the Bay (and water-skied the amazingly frigid waters
of Richardson Bay and Lake Tahoe) while doing my under-
graduate studies at Berkeley. In those college years, every other
summer my housemate Fred and | crewed in the Newport to Ber-
muda yacht race, which may sound glamorous but means that we
rode the rail for 3 or 4 days straight and were forced to survive
on sardines and crackers. Of course once we arrived in Ber-
muda, there was a very refined and enjoyably excessive party put
on that on occasion lasted longer than the race itself. From that
jumping off point we spent much of one summer sailing south
into the Caribbean, crewing on severa boats, and visited many
of itslovely islands. One special thing | recall: when arriving at
each new port, as crew, that is, as “working sailors,” we found a
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Don’t Goln There
Why it’s never been safe
to go back in the water

(by David Seidman)

SHARKS FOR TWO
REASONS. FIRST
AND foremost, a great
white killed something |
will never be
able to get back-any
gchance | had with
TWendy Margolis. In the
¢ summer of 1975, | took
* her to see Jaws. Having
seen plenty of red
& sharks, | envisioned my
¢ am around her, com-
forting her through the
scary parts. The evening was mine that is, until 23 minutes into
the film when a head dropped out of a holein the bottom of a boat
and everyone in the theater, including me, screamed. Everyone,
that is, except Wendy. She was tougher than she looked, then, it
was downhill. My image was blown, and the damage done. Jaws
ruined it for me that night and for the next 30 years as well. My
only solace was that the sequels al bit the big one. In Jaws 2 the
shark
killed a helicopter. Next was Jaws 3-D. Have you ever seen a
good 3D movie? This one was no, different. And in Jaws. The
Revenge, the only revenge was that the public never showed up.
The one good shark flick since was Deep Blue Sea. | didn't
scream at that one, but 1 was with my wife who already knew |
was a sham.

The problem with most shark movies is that you see the shark.
But for the first half of Jaws, al you getisa

glimpse of afin or a shadow in the water. The beast reveals itself
toward the end, from which point on, it's silly time. There's noth-
ing frightening about a mechanical shark (named Bruce after Ste-
ven Spielberg's lawyer).
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ship and a husband and father dedicated to sharing boating with
my family, | felt a responsibility to ensure that my knowledge of
safe boating was as complete as | could make it. And | found
SBSPS's Basic Boating course, ably and warmly led by Past
Commander Carl Pettersen, AP, as afinefirst step toward the sat-
isfaction of that responsibility. Though my schedule of late has
not allowed us to participate in as many SBPS boating activities
as we would like, as our son Zane (now 6) gains his “sea legs,”
Ceciliaand | plan to make sure that our family’s future includes
many of the great SBSPS outings each year. See you out there on
the water!

For your information

From your Education Department

by
1st/Lt Llad Phillips, AP

Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron members. Summer is
fading and fall will soon be here along with courses offered by
the squadron.

The Squadron Boating course begins at 7:30 PM on
Tuesday September 5 in the community classroom at the harbor
where we hold our monthly meetings. The boating course starts
inonly 17 days, so if you know anyone who might be interested,
pass the word along. Contact Tom Curry at 896-6797.

Navigation begins at 7:30 PM on Wednesday September
13 in the Maritime Museum classroom, at the harbor. If you need
this course, and like to shoot the visible stars and planets, thisis
agreat opportunity. Contact Gordon Specht at 967-0647.

Piloting begins at 7:30 PM on Tuesday September 19 in
the Maritime Museum classroom. There are two new texts and
an emphasis on digital charts, preplanning voyages digitally, and
navigating with a GPS. Of course, dead reckoning is still central
to al navigation, and plotting by hand on paper charts is still
with us. Contact L lad Phillips at 962-9967.
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B()ating Safety In The Local News

Dear Dr. Schlessinger

The letter you received from Mr. Larry Skahill, quoted in your Sunday News
Press column goes straight to the heart of a serious and under-recognized
problem on our lakes, rivers and oceans: the alarming toll of deaths and
injuries caused by inexperience, irresponsibility , lack of knowledge of "rules
of theroad", and bad luck. And the quote from the Contra Costa Times is dead
on. The statistics are accurate.

It is true that California is one of a few states not requiring boating skill
gualifications as a pre-requisite to licensing. Boating can be and often is as
dangerous as driving, unless you know what to do and how to do it in an
emergency. That's why we license drivers, and why the government is now
examining the need to license and test. Our California squadrons are part of
this consultation.

Thisis a problem with a solution. Boating organizations like the United States
Power Sgquadrons, with 60,00 members and 450 squadronsin the US, and sister
organizations in Canada and Japan, have offered Safe Boating courses to the
public since 1914, and but for these courses, the accident rate would almost
certainly be higher.

The Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons, has been the leading provider of boating safety and boating skill
education for over 50 years Our next Basic Boating class begins at 7:30 PM on
Tuesday September 5 in the Community classroom at the harbor. Anyone
interested should contact Dr. Llad Phillips at 805-962-9967 This is the same
course you must take in most other states, and at the very least, imparts
confidence, basic boating skills to reduce risk, and enhancement of boating
enjoyment.

Our sguadron is also in the process of forming a Sea Scout Ship for boys and
girls in co-operation with Boy Scouts of America. Boating safety and skills
need an early start, and we will teach these on members boats, and in our
classroom.

| hope that you can publish some of this. If you want to know more about our
sguadron, and USPS nationally, please find sbpss (should be sbsps, but the
address is shpssinstead), on Google, and click on site number 4. It also links to
the National website.

Sincerely

William J. Berry
Commander Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron
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Harry Monihan, government relations director for the Southern Califor-
nia Marine Association, a boating industry group, spoke about the
group’'s historical opposition to mandatory boater education. “We ve
aways taken the position that you can't legisate good judgment, but
now we are becoming more flexible because our members and custom-
ers are being subjected to risks of uneducated boaters on the water,”
Monihan said.

More than one participant spoke from experience in describing the
damaging affects of boating accidents. Pam Rudy spoke of her son Kyle
who was killed last year when a rented pontoon boat he was vacation-
ing on ran over him. She attended the meeting to express her belief that
there is an urgent need for mandatory boater education in California. “I
believe that education is urgent and necessary. California needs to do
thisnow,” she said.

A boater education law passed the California Legislature in 1999 but
was vetoed by Governor Gray Davis. At the time, Chris Brewster was
Lifeguard Chief for the City of San Diego, which sponsored the bill. He
is currently President of the United States Lifesaving Association.
Brewster began his remarks by apologizing to the victims present. “If
we had been able to get that legislation passed in 1999, many of the
injuries and deaths described today probably wouldn’t have happened,”
he said. “Each day that we don’t have mandatory boater education, we
are responsible for more tragedies. We must find a way to come to con-
sensus and move this forward.”

The morning was spent reviewing and discussing material about acci-
dent datistics and existing boating education laws nationwide.
Throughout the afternoon, participants had an opportunity to share their
concerns and help outline the specific issues that need to be addressed
in any proposed legidation. “The variations on structuring a boating
education law include age, type of vessel, reciprocity with other states,
penalties, administration, and dozens of others. Each detail is important
to someone,” Tsuneyoshi said.

In an informal poll of the meeting participants indicated nearly 80 per-
cent conceptual support of pursuing a mandatory boater education law
in California. “Now we have to find away to satisfy objections that are
related to structure and process, and we have to determine who might
sponsor such legiglation,” Tsuneyoshi said.

The next meeting will focus on discussing the various options and de-
veloping aframework for alaw, although no group has come forward to
lead the process yet. “We have been clear that any boater education leg-
islation has to come from the boating community,” said David Johnson,
deputy director of Ca Boating. “The department can lead the discus-
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Calling All Good Members,
Friends & Family

ToComeTo The
Tri - District Conference
September 28 - October 1

THE PELORUS

United States Power Squadronse
District 13, District 25 and District 28

Fall Conference
28 September — 1 October 2006

esT T,
& Ve

Districr 27 » District 28 « Districy 1%

Hosted by District 28
Phoenix Airport Hilton Hotel
2435 S 47th Street G /

Phoenix, AZ 85034-6401 &
% ;n@
/

(480) 894-1600
1-(800) 445-8667
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